What is negative space ?



And how does it apply
to graphic design ?



Negative space is created
by the interplay of
what is placed there
and what isn’t



A classic example of negative space
(is it a vase or two profiles?)




But it can also be the negative space
of letters (here the rest is implied)




The negative space between
letters and words

Tight Line
TightLine




The negative space between
letters and words




And the interplay between
letters and images




And the interplay between
letters and images



There is negative space (white space

between elements on a page

Here is an example of a headline

autem quiassundus dolum id moloratest ereic totatem

repedi sus unti sam, opturit lis saped quia dolenti

aerehent faccum quam et idest aut quatem qui coris

eumiilla qui vent qui nullendam, consequos doluptat
quiducit lab iusam il incta asped ullitat etusam am, earum et
archic to quaecus sitium dolecesecum experae minulpa acerion
ped quid qui accus simoloritae ped eosam sitatempore nosse
dolendent doluptus sapedis eumqui velitat acipsus pliquid qui
rectiis most et opta cuscimus.

I molut ex eium voluptati rest, volessi inctur mos debis
vollupta coneste idunt volorum am nonsect uribusam rem fuga.
Nequam fugit quo omnis dolessi nulland itiuntiatur?

Nem quia qui cor as molores totatem facerspero quo tes
doluptaquid quossi omni rehent maion pro odiciusa nobis
repernam solore la acidusa pienda dentur? Oluptatur, et audiscil
et apici voluptur magnam inum eatemporum core nemqui

Resciendios nobitatis inciend igenda qui nonsequi am sit
qui doluptas destotatetur sitiis delessin pro esedign imagnientus
ma quaepro vidella boreped militio. Itas dolori blabores aliam
lam aut expliciam rerferum quam aut occum et fugianihit, si

Andionseque perio voluptatiam latum idem sit pe voluptur
mil il ipsandi piderci dellorum as alia quam lab init ea paam,
sitatum facerci isquissinti vid que perrum estentur, veliquas
archilis quia in et ex eveliquatur, sita derchil magnam aut labora
cullam harchitam, quam, odisti abo. Olorum de latemqu
odigniam am aut vellatiam, quas aut es dolles incimai oreperit
voluptatiam latum idem sit pe voluptur mil il ipsandi piderci.

This is a subhead

Lautem quiassundus dolum id moloratest
ereic totatem repedi sus unti sam, opturit
lis saped quia dolenti aerehent faccum
quam et idest aut quatem qui coris eum
illa qui vent qui nullendam, consequos
doluptat quiducit lab iusam il incta asped
ullitat etusam am, earum et archic to
quaecus sitium dolecesecum experae
minulpa acerion ped quid qui accus
simoloritae ped eosam sitatempore nosse
dolendent doluptus sapedis eumqui
velitat acipsus pliquid qui rectiis most et
opta cuscimus. Il molut ex eium voluptati
rest, volessi inctur mos debis vollupta

Here’s an example of boxed text.

Lautem quiassundus dolum id moloratest ereic totatem repedi sus unti
sam, opturit lis saped quia dolenti aerehent faccum quam et idest aut
quatem qui coris eum illa qui vent qui nullendam, consequos doluptat
quiducit lab iusam il incta asped ullitat etusam am, earum et archic to
quaecus sitium dolecesecum experae minulpa acerion ped quid qui accus
simoloritae ped eosam sitatempore nosse dolendent doluptus sapedis




Negative space:
First you become aware of it,
then you learn to look for it,
then you learn to manage it,
then you learn to use it.



Compare these negative spaces

Model train sets

An addendum to our yearly summation
of transportation travails in and
around our basement, livingroom, front
bedroom and attic crawl space.

totatem repedi sus unti sam, opturit lis saped

quia dolenti aerehent faccum quam et idest aut
quatem qui coris eum illa qui vent qui nullendam,
consequos doluptat quiducit lab iusam il incta asped
ullitat etusam am, earum et archic to quaecus sitium
dolecesecum experae minulpa acerion ped quid qui
accus simoloritae ped eosam sitatempore nosse dolen-
dent doluptus sapedis eumqui velitat acipsus pliquid
qui rectiis most et opta cuscimus.

Il molut ex eium voluptati rest, volessi inctur mos
debis vollupta coneste idunt volorum am nonsect
uribusam rem fuga. Nequam fugit quo omnis dolessi
nulland itiuntiatur?

Nem quia qui cor as molores totatem facerspero
quo tes doluptaquid quossi omni rehent maion pro
odiciusa nobis repernam solore la acidusa pienda den-
tur? Oluptatur, et audiscil et apici voluptur magnam
inum eatemporum core nemqui resciendios nobita-
tis inciend igenda qui nonsequi am sit qui doluptas
destotatetur sitiis delessin pro esedign imagnientus

I autem quiassundus dolum id moloratest ereic

Here the deisel locamotive rounds the bend around the crab meat cannery on the
Eastern Shore of Maryland. Other industry is clearly visible.

Atright, a steam
locomotive barrels out of
a tunnel and over a high

wooden tressel bridge.

Below, its cars

follow soon after,
carrying goods from
Carnation and Swift
Premium safely to their
destination.

Model train sets

An addendum to our yearly
summation of transportation
travails in and around our
basement, livingroom, front
bedroom and attic crawl space.

ereic totatem repedi sus unti sam, opturit

lis saped quia dolenti aerehent faccum
quam et idest aut quatem qui coris eum illa qui
vent qui nullendam, consequos doluptat qui-
ducit lab iusam il incta asped ullitat etusam am,
earum et archic to quaecus sitium dolecesecum
experae minulpa acerion ped quid qui accus
simoloritae ped eosam sitatempore nosse do-
lendent doluptus sapedis eumqui velitat acipsus
pliquid qui rectiis most et opta cuscimus.

I molut ex eium voluptati rest, volessi inctur
mos debis vollupta coneste idunt volorum am
nonsect uribusam rem fuga. Nequam fugit quo
omnis dolessi nulland itiuntiatur?

Nem quia qui cor as molores totatem facer-
spero quo tes doluptaquid quossi omni rehent
maion pro odiciusa nobis repernam solore la
acidusa pienda dentur? Oluptatur, et audiscil et
apici voluptur magnam inum eatemporum core
nemqui resciendios nobitatis inciend igenda qui

I autem quiassundus dolum id moloratest

Here the deisel locamotive rounds the bend around the crab meat cannery on the
Eastern Shore of Maryland. Other industry is clearly visible.

Atright, a steam
locomotive barrels out of
atunnel and over a high
wooden tressel bridge.

Below, its cars follow
soon after, carrying
goods from Carnation
and Swift Premium safely
to their destination.




Fewer defined spaces equals cleaner design

An addendum to our yearly summation
of transportation travails in and
around our basement, livingroom, front
bedroom and attic crawl space.

totatem repedi sus unti sam, opturit lis saped

quia dolenti aerehent faccum quam et idest aut
quatem qui coris eum illa qui vent qui nullendam,
consequos doluptat quiducit lab iusam il incta asped
ullitat etusam am, earum et archic to quaecus sitium
dolecesecum experae minulpa acerion ped quid qui
accus simoloritae ped eosam sitatempore nosse dolen-
dent doluptus sapedis eumqui velitat acipsus pliquid
qui rectiis most et opta cuscimus.

Il molut ex eium voluptati rest, volessi inctur mos
debis vollupta coneste idunt volorum am nonsect
uribusam rem fuga. Nequam fugit quo omnis dolessi
nulland itiuntiatur?

Nem quia qui cor as molores totatem facerspero
quo tes doluptaquid quossi omni rehent maion pro
odiciusa nobis repernam solore la acidusa pienda den-
tur? Oluptatur, et audiscil et apici voluptur magnam
inum eatemporum core nemqui resciendios nobita-
tis inciend igenda qui nonsequi am sit qui doluptas
destotatetur sitiis delessin pro esedign imagnientus

I autem quiassundus dolum id moloratest ereic

Model train sets

Here the deisel locamotive rounds the bend around the crab meat cannery on the
Eastern Shore of Maryland. Other industry is clearly visible.

Atright, a steam
locomotive barrels out of
a tunnel and over a high

wooden tressel bridge.

Below, its cars

follow soon after,
carrying goods from
Carnation and Swift
Premium safely to their
destination.

Model train sets

An addendum to our yearly
summation of transportation
travails in and around our
basement, livingroom, front
bedroom and attic crawl space.

ereic totatem repedi sus unti sam, opturit

lis saped quia dolenti aerehent faccum
quam et idest aut quatem qui coris eum illa qui
vent qui nullendam, consequos doluptat qui-
ducit lab iusam il incta asped ullitat etusam am,
earum et archic to quaecus sitium dolecesecum
experae minulpa acerion ped quid qui accus
simoloritae ped eosam sitatempore nosse do-
lendent doluptus sapedis eumqui velitat acipsus
pliquid qui rectiis most et opta cuscimus.

I molut ex eium voluptati rest, volessi inctur
mos debis vollupta coneste idunt volorum am
nonsect uribusam rem fuga. Nequam fugit quo
omnis dolessi nulland itiuntiatur?

Nem quia qui cor as molores totatem facer-
spero quo tes doluptaquid quossi omni rehent
maion pro odiciusa nobis repernam solore la
acidusa pienda dentur? Oluptatur, et audiscil et
apici voluptur magnam inum eatemporum core
nemqui resciendios nobitatis inciend igenda qui

I autem quiassundus dolum id moloratest

Here the deisel locamotive rounds the bend around the crab meat cannery on the
Eastern Shore of Maryland. Other industry is clearly visible.

Atright, a steam
locomotive barrels out of
atunnel and over a high
wooden tressel bridge.

Below, its cars follow
soon after, carrying
goods from Carnation
and Swift Premium safely
to their destination.




Lining up objects equals cleaner design

Model train sets

An addendum to our yearly summation
of transportation travails in and
around our basement, livingroom, front
bedroom and attic crawl space.

totatem repedi sus unti sam, opturit lis saped

quia dolenti aerehent faccum quam et idest aut
quatem qui coris eum illa qui vent qui nullendam,
consequos doluptat quiducit lab iusam il incta asped
ullitat etusam am, earum et archic to quaecus sitium
dolecesecum experae minulpa acerion ped quid qui
accus simoloritae ped eosam sitatempore nosse dolen-
dent doluptus sapedis eumqui velitat acipsus pliquid
qui rectiis most et opta cuscimus.

Il molut ex eium voluptati rest, volessi inctur mos
debis vollupta coneste idunt volorum am nonsect
uribusam rem fuga. Nequam fugit quo omnis dolessi
nulland itiuntiatur?

Nem quia qui cor as molores totatem facerspero
quo tes doluptaquid quossi omni rehent maion pro
odiciusa nobis repernam solore la acidusa pienda den-
tur? Oluptatur, et audiscil et apici voluptur magnam
inum eatemporum core nemqui resciendios nobita-
tis inciend igenda qui nonsequi am sit qui doluptas
destotatetur sitiis delessin pro esedign imagnientus

I autem quiassundus dolum id moloratest ereic

Here the deisel locamotive rounds the bend around the crab meat cannery on the
Eastern Shore of Maryland. Other industry is clearly visible.

Atright, a steam
locomotive barrels out of
a tunnel and over a high

wooden tressel bridge.

Below, its cars

follow soon after,
carrying goods from
Carnation and Swift
Premium safely to their
destination.

Model train sets

N addendum to our yearly
summation of transportation
travails in and around our
basement, livingroom, front
bedroom and attic crawl space.

ereic totatem repedi sus unti sam, opturit
lis saped quia dolenti aerehent faccum

uam et idest aut quatem qui coris eum illa qui
ent qui nullendam, consequos doluptat qui-
Hucit lab iusam il incta asped ullitat etusam am,
parum et archic to quaecus sitium dolecesecum
Experae minulpa acerion ped quid qui accus
imoloritae ped eosam sitatempore nosse do-
lendent doluptus sapedis eumqui velitat acipsus
pliquid qui rectiis most et opta cuscimus.
I molut ex eium voluptati rest, volessi inctur
0s debis vollupta coneste idunt volorum am
nonsect uribusam rem fuga. Nequam fugit quo

mnis dolessi nulland itiuntiatur?

Nem quia qui cor as molores totatem facer-

pero quo tes doluptaquid quossi omni rehent

aion pro odiciusa nobis repernam solore la
cidusa pienda dentur? Oluptatur, et audiscil et
pici voluptur magnam inum eatemporum core
nemqui resciendios nobitatis inciend igenda qui

I autem quiassundus dolum id moloratest

ATTIgt, a steam

Here the deisel locamotive rounds the bend around the crab meat cannery on the
Fastern Shore of Maryland. Other industry is clearly visible.

locomotive barrels out of
tunnel and over a high
ooden tressel bridge.

Below, its cars follow
oon after, carrying

oods from Carnation
bind Swift Premium safely
o their destination.




For a clean negative space, use a grid
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Model train sets

An addendum to our yearly
summation of transportation
travails in and around our
basement, livingroom, front
bedroom and attic crawl space.

ereic totatem repedi sus unti sam, opturit

lis saped quia dolenti aerehent faccum
quam et idest aut quatem qui coris eum illa qui
vent qui nullendam, consequos doluptat qui-
ducit lab iusam il incta asped ullitat etusam am,
earum et archic to quaecus sitium dolecesecum
experae minulpa acerion ped quid qui accus
simoloritae ped eosam sitatempore nosse do-
lendent doluptus sapedis eumqui velitat acipsus
pliquid qui rectiis most et opta cuscimus.

I molut ex eium voluptati rest, volessi inctur
mos debis vollupta coneste idunt volorum am
nonsect uribusam rem fuga. Nequam fugit quo
omnis dolessi nulland itiuntiatur?

Nem quia qui cor as molores totatem facer-
spero quo tes doluptaquid quossi omni rehent
maion pro odiciusa nobis repernam solore la
acidusa pienda dentur? Oluptatur, et audiscil et
apici voluptur magnam inum eatemporum core
nemqui resciendios nobitatis inciend igenda qui

I autem quiassundus dolum id moloratest

Here the deisel locamotive rounds the bend around the crab meat cannery on the
Eastern Shore of Maryland. Other industry is clearly visible.

Atright, a steam
locomotive barrels out of
atunnel and over a high
wooden tressel bridge.

Below, its cars follow
soon after, carrying
goods from Carnation
and Swift Premium safely
to their destination.




For a clean negative space, use a grid
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For a clean negative space
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For a clean negative space, use a grid




For a clean negative space, use a grid




The easiest way to set up a grid is
part of creating a document in InDesign




Which gives you this grid

Margin ¢

Edge of Column
—>

>
Page

Gutter




You use the grid to place your elements




You use the grid to place your elements

Headline Here




You use the grid to place your elements

He

This is where the b copy goes. It
extends from the dutside-left of the
first column to theoytside-right of the
second column, ¢ ing the gutter
inbetween.
Lautem quiassundus dolum id
moloratest ereic totatem repedi sus
unti sam, opturit li§ saped quia dolenti
aerehent faccum quam et idest aut
quatem qui coris epim illa qui vent qui
nullendam, consedquas doluptat
quiducit lab iusamlil incta asped ullitat
etusam am, earum|et archic to quaecus
sitium dolecesecum éxperae minulpa
acerion ped quid quilaccus simoloritae
ped eosam sitatenpadre nosse dolen-
dent doluptus sapéd|s eumqui velitat
acipsus pliquid quirectiis most et opta
cuscimus.
Il molut ex eiun] vpluptati rest,
volessi inctur mos depis vollupta
coneste idunt volofum am nonsect
uribusam rem fugd. Nequam fugit quo
omnis dolessi nullgndl itiuntiatur?
Nem quia qui car as molores
totatem facersperq quo tes dolupta-
nt maion pro
odiciusa nobis repérnam solore la
acidusa pienda demtur? Oluptatur, et
audiscil et apici voluptur magnam inum
eatemporum core qui resciendios

I I T L LI S P [ .




You use the grid to place your elements

He

This is where the b copy goes. It
extends from the dutside-left of the
first column to theoytside-right of the
second column, ¢ ing the gutter
inbetween.
Lautem quiassundus dolum id
moloratest ereic totatem repedi sus
unti sam, opturit li§ saped quia dolenti
aerehent faccum quam et idest aut
quatem qui coris epim illa qui vent qui
nullendam, consedquas doluptat
quiducit lab iusamlil incta asped ullitat
etusam am, earum|et archic to quaecus
sitium dolecesecum éxperae minulpa
acerion ped quid quilaccus simoloritae
ped eosam sitatenpadre nosse dolen-
dent doluptus sapéd|s eumqui velitat
acipsus pliquid quirectiis most et opta
cuscimus.
Il molut ex eiun] vpluptati rest,
volessi inctur mos depis vollupta
coneste idunt volofum am nonsect
uribusam rem fugd. Nequam fugit quo
omnis dolessi nullgndl itiuntiatur?
Nem quia qui car as molores
totatem facersperq quo tes dolupta-
nt maion pro
odiciusa nobis repérnam solore la
acidusa pienda demtur? Oluptatur, et
audiscil et apici voluptur magnam inum
eatemporum core qui resciendios
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You use the grid to place your elements

He

This is where the b copy goes. It
extends from the dutside-left of the
first column to theoytside-right of the
second column, ¢ ing the gutter
inbetween.
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moloratest ereic totatem repedi sus
unti sam, opturit li§ saped quia dolenti
aerehent faccum quam et idest aut
quatem qui coris epim illa qui vent qui
nullendam, consedquas doluptat
quiducit lab iusamlil incta asped ullitat
etusam am, earum|et| archic to quaecus
sitium dolecesecum éxperae minulpa
acerion ped quid quilaccus simoloritae
ped eosam sitatenpadre nosse dolen-
dent doluptus sapéd|s eumqui velitat
acipsus pliquid quilrgctiis most et opta | [This is where the caption goes; in this case, the distance from the
cuscimus. picture to the cap height of the caption is equpl to the width of the
Il molut ex eiun] vpluptati rest, gutter, or 1 pica (12 p@ings).
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Which makes for fast, neat design

Headline Here

This is where the body copy goes. It
extends from the outside-left of the
first column to the outside-right of the
second column, covering the gutter
inbetween.

Lautem quiassundus dolum id
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This is where the caption goes; in this case, the distance from the
picture to the cap height of the caption is equal to the width of the
gutter, or 1 pica (12 points).

Subhead Placed Here

This is where the body copy goes. It extends from the
outside-left of the first column to the outside-right of the
third column, covering the gutters inbetween.
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qui nullendam, consequos doluptat quiducit lab iusam il
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